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About the Exhibition FOST Gallery is proud to showcase Wyn-Lyn TAN at Art Basel Hong Kong 2017. 
 

Wyn-Lyn Tan’s practice is based on her relationship with nature, through which she reflects on her 
attachment to natural landscapes. For Tan, landscape is not simply what we see but also a way of 
seeing. Her innate sense of connection to natural landscapes and how she sees and finds identity in 
these places, can perhaps be explained by Lucy Lippard in The Lure of the Local (1997): “Sense of 
place, a serial sensitivity to place, are invaluable social and cultural tools, providing much-needed 
connections to what we call ‘nature’ and, sometimes, to cultures not our own.” Landscape, time and 
space are seen to be fluid constructs of culture, and the resulting works tie in with the artist’s interest 
in the interconnectivity between East and West. 
 
Drawn to the remoteness and vastness of the Northern Hemisphere, she is currently pursuing her 
Masters in Fine Art in Tromsø, Norway. Being this close to nature has also made her reflect even 
further on the ecology of the land. The environmental, economic, political and scientific issues 
affecting the Arctic region intrinsically links and affects the rest of the world. The Arctic may seem 
remote, but its climate changes have far-reaching effects, including rising sea levels that could 
submerge coastal areas, including Singapore. Her work has always been inspired by water and the 
oceans, with water often being used as a metaphor for time, memories, fluidity and journeys. She is 
interested in the stories that are carried on the seas and washed up on shore. The Arctic Ocean 
connects the East and the West, and we are in fact all connected more closely than we think. In turn, 
this coalescence of identity is what she relates to. “East” and “West” are not mutually exclusive terms, 
and she is interested in this ‘indefinite’ identity that allows her to engage with a particular place in a 
particular point in time. Just as yin and yang exist as inseparable and contradictory opposites in 
Chinese philosophy, both the elements of East and West define her.  
 
Moving beyond the ‘landscape,’ the act of mark-making is as much a subject. It is an unconscious act 
in the making where marks get layered over, and new ones overtake. The layering that goes into each 
painting eventually forms the narrative. Her material process of painting constituting of gestural mark-
making and atmospheric tonalities is akin to traversing over unfamiliar landscapes, which leads to the 
discovery of new vistas and emotional terrains.    
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About the Works  These new painting installations at Art Basel Hong Kong continue Tan’s engagement with the 

materiality of painting, and its dynamics into spatial and sculptural forms. In working with wood, the 
artist also discovered a new form of physical materiality. The wood, its texture and grain, revealed a 
fresh dialogue between artist and medium – the material is not simply a support, but rather, a sign of 
the process of mark-making.   
 
Five pieces of shaped curvilinear paintings on wood are mounted across the walls, and composed into 
a larger multi-layered landscape. The supporting wall has thus been recast into an active backdrop, 
playing with space and creating a heightened sense of immersion. 
 
A second installation radically utilises the exhibition space with its long, scroll-like panoramic 
presentation of ten paintings, hung in a seemingly endless row. The resulting meditative vista, which 
requires the viewer to journey with the paintings, alludes to traditional Chinese handscroll paintings 
that are unfurled section by section. 
 
She will also present a video made during her Arctic Circle Residency in 2011. 
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 Note: Images are not to scale. High-resolution images are available upon request. 
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  About the Artist  Wyn-Lyn TAN (b. 1974, Singapore) has a BA in Fine Arts from the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
 Technology and Diploma in Fine Art from the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. She received a Highly 
 Commended Work Award in Abstract Medium at the 22nd UOB Painting of the Year Competition 
 (Singapore) in 2003. Tan has been awarded numerous grants and  residencies since, including the 
 Emerging Artist Grant, 2003 and Arts Professional Development Grant in Visual Arts, 2011 from 
 the National Arts Council (Singapore); and the Fiskars Artist Residency (Finland). In 2011, she was 
 one of two Singaporean artists to ever take up The Arctic Circle Residency. Her works have been 
 widely exhibited in various exhibitions in Singapore and abroad. She is represented by FOST Gallery 
 in Singapore. Since September 2015, Tan is pursuing her MFA at Tromso  Academy of 
 Contemporary Art in UiT The Arctic University of Norway. 
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